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Bullet Proof Vest Grant Award 
   

The Township has received a grant from The Bul-

letproof Vest Partnership.  This is a unique U. S. 

Department of Justice initiative designed to pro-

vide a critical resource to state and local law en-

forcement. 

 

The Township has been awarded a grant that reim-

burses the Township for 50% of the cost of new 

bulletproof vests for our officers for the next three 

years.  Over time, bulletproof vests breakdown due 

to wear and perspiration.  The Township strives to 

replace each officersô vest every three years.  With 

this goal, we are keeping our officers safe.Ç 

New D.A.R.E. Vehicle 

Once again, two generous local businesses have 

partnered with the Township of OôHara Police De-

partment to help teach area youngsters about the 

danger of substance abuse through the Drug Abuse 

Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) Program. 

 

Township Council and staff would like to thank 

Mike Auffenberg of Monroeville Chrysler Jeep for 

donating the use of a 2018 Jeep Cherokee for use 

by our DARE officers.  This vehicle is used by the 

officers to engage local youth in the DARE Pro-

gram. 

 

Thanks also go out to Jeff Goodwin of Autograph 

Signs for donating the specially created colorful 

DARE graphics package placed on the exterior of 

the vehicle. 

 

By all of us working together we can DARE area 

youth to stay away from drugs.Ç 

Volunteer Needed 
 

The Townshipôs Parks and Recreation Commis-

sion has a vacancy. They meet the fourth Wednes-

day of each month at 7:00 pm.  Residents who are 

interested in the position should submit a letter of 

interest and short resume to Township Council at 

325 Fox Chapel Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15238 or e-

mail JJakubec@ohara.pa.us by January 9, 2017.Ç 
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Thoughts of Spring Projects? 
 

With old man winter beginning to howl outside it is 

hard to believe that spring project planning for many 

residents has begun.  Here are a few things to consider 

when dreaming of your spring project. 

 

¶ It is better to call us to see if you will need a per-

mit than to start and have us discover that you 

need a permit.  Our permit packages can be found 

on our website: www.ohara.pa.us under Docu-

ments and Forms.   

¶ Consider installing a water deduct meter if you are 

planning on a new irrigation system or installing a 

swimming pool.   This meter will deduct the water 

used for these items from the sewer portion of 

your water and sewer bill.  Without a deduct me-

ter, you will be charged sewage fees on all of the 

water used.  Contact your water company for more 

information on the installation of the deduct meter. 

¶ If you are planning a project and do not have a sur-

vey of your property it may be wise to have one 

done.  Additions, sheds, fences, etc. need surveys 

submitted with the permit. 

¶ If you need assistance or have questions regarding 

your project, Township staff will be happy to meet 

with you to provide assistance.  Please call (412) 

782-1400 to speak with, and if desired, set up a 

meeting with a staff member. 

¶ Remember that it can take up to 30 days for a per-

mit to be issued, so apply as soon as your project is 

finalized. 

 

Happy project planning!!!Ç 

Christmas Tree Collection 
 

The Townshipôs trash collector, Waste Man-

agement, will continue to collect Christmas 

trees (no more than 6 feet in length).   

 

Trees may be placed at the curb on regular 

trash collection days through February.Ç 

Reminders from Your Police  
 

The Township of OôHara Police Department offers 

the following reminders to our residents: 

 

¶ Make sure to always lock your 

car doors and rollup your car win-

dows even when parked in your 

driveway. 

¶ Always lock your home doors 

and windows. 

¶ Use your porch light at night. 

¶ If you think you see something 

suspicious or out of the ordinary 

call 911 right away.  We are here 

to serve. 

 

When travelling: 

¶ Send a vacation check request form to the Po-

lice Department to have your home checked 

daily by an officer. 

¶ Consider using light timers in your home to 

switch lights on and off. If you have a smart 

phone or Echo consider investing in lights that 

can be programmed to turn on and off. 

¶ Ask a neighbor to pick up your mail or have 

the post office hold your mail until you return. 

¶ Try not to have packages delivered to sit out-

side your home. Ask a neighbor to retrieve 

them or wait to order products until you are 

home. 

¶ If you need to have products delivered when 

you are not home, consider having them deliv-

ered to work or somewhere else that you have 

friends or family who are home regularly. 

¶ Consider asking a neighbor if it snows while 

you are away to drive their car in and out of 

your driveway so that it looks like someone is 

home.  Also, consider asking them to walk up 

your sidewalk to the front door.  If you can get 

them to remove the snow, even better. 

¶ Let family and friends know how to contact 

you in case there is an emergency with your 

home. 

 

By following these simple guidelines, you can help 

us take a bite out of crime.Ç 
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Snow Removal 
 
The Public Service 
Department has the 
responsibility of clear-
ing municipal streets 
of snow and ice. Our 
goal is to provide you with the highest possible level 
of service. When snow begins to lay on the roads, road 
crews are called out, but all roads cannot be treated at 
once. Untreated roads may be slippery and treacher-
ous. If possible, stay off the roads during this period. 

 

Plowing operations usually occur with the accumula-
tion of 1 to 3 inches or more of snow. During snow-
falls when plows are used, the initial passes of the 
snowplow are to open the road for traffic. Expect to 
have snow pushed back to the curb on a later pass. 
 
To minimize the amount of snow that gets deposited 
in front of your driveway, stand at the street facing 
your driveway and shovel snow to the left side of your 
driveway. This will reduce the amount of snow depos-
ited in front of your driveway.  
 
Property owners and businesses are reminded that 
snow and ice must be removed from the sidewalk 
along the frontage within 24 hours of the beginning of 
a snowfall. Blowing or shoveling of snow into the 
street is a violation of municipal ordinances and 
can cause accidents. Property owners assume a serious 
liability for such a practice. 
 
To assist the Public Service Department during snow 
removal, please adhere to these suggestions: 
 
1. Do not drive unless absolutely necessary. If 
possible wait a while to give salt crews a 
chance to treat roads. 

2. Remove your vehicles from the street. Park 
in your driveway or yard. If it is necessary 
to park along the street, leave enough room 
for plow trucks to fit between parked cars. 

3. Do not shovel or plow snow from your drive-
way or walkway into the street.  

4. If you hire a plowing service, advise them not 
to push snow into the street or in front of 
neighboring property. 

5. Clear pedestrian crossings at intersections. 

Snow Removal . . . contôd. 
 
6. Remove snow from around fire hydrants. 
7. When you notice a salt truck approaching 
from the opposite direction, slow down and 
move away from the center of the road to 
avoid having salt hit your vehicle. 

8. When following a salt truck, keep a safe 
distance as trucks may make sudden stops 
or turns.Ç 

Spring Leaf Collection 
 

Spring leaf collection service will 

be conducted from April 2 - April 

13, 2018.   

 

All leaves must be placed along 

the curb within four (4) feet of 

the edge of the street, but not in 

the street.  No other materials 

should be mixed with the leaves.   
 

Crews from the Public Service Department will  

collect leaves in an orderly fashion on all streets 

using the Zones previously established.  Residents 

do not need to call the Township for this service. 

 

To find out which Zone your residence is in or 

where collection is taking place, check the Town-

ship website at www.ohara.pa.us and click Leaf 

Collection on our homepage.  Collection locations 

will be updated on a daily basis.Ç 

Vacation Checks 
 

During the Holidays, residents may be traveling 

for vacation or to visit family members.   

 

So you can enjoy your time without worrying 

about your home, any resident wishing to have a 

Police Officer check their home on a regular basis 

while they are away should complete a request 

form available at the Police station.   

 

You can print the form from our website.  Just 

click on the Documents/Forms link, print, com-

plete and drop it off at the Police station.Ç 



 

4 

Spring Brush Collection 
 

Spring brush collection service will be offered 

from April 16 - April 27, 2018.  Residents must 

contact the Township at 412-784-1784, Ext. 203 

during that period to request collection services. 

Callers should say that they are requesting brush 

pick-up and be prepared to leave their name, ad-

dress and telephone number.  Requests are for one 

pick-up only.  If, after collection, additional mate-

rial is placed at the curb, another request for col-

lection  must be made. 

 

Requests for pick-up will not be accepted after 

4:30 pm on April 27.  However, collection will 

continue until  brush is collected from all residents 

who have called in requests.  

 

Residents who do not contact the Township for the 

Spring collection prior to April 27 will have the 

opportunity to participate in the monthly collection 

service provided by Waste Management or the Fall 

2018 brush collection program.  Watch for details 

on these programs in future Newsletters. 

 

Brush Collection Regulations 

 

¶ Limbs and brush should be placed along the 

curb, within four (4) feet of the edge of the 

street, but not in the street. Limbs that are four 

(4) inches or less in diameter may not exceed 

eight (8) feet in length. Limbs more than four 

(4) inches but less than six (6) inches in diame-

ter may not exceed four (4) feet in length. 

¶ Hedges, vines, shrubs and other brush must be 

separated from tree limbs and securely tied in 

bundles less than sixteen (16) inches in diameter. 

¶ Each property is limited to one (1) truckload of 

brush.  This equals about six cubic yards. 

¶ Wood chips may be available upon request by 

calling Loren Kephart, 412-784-1784 Ext. 206. 
 

A notice will be left at homes where the brush is 

not properly prepared for pick-up. The notice will 

explain why the brush was refused for collection.   

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.Ç 

2018 Trash/Recycling Holidays 
 

When a major holiday falls on or prior to the regu-

lar trash/recycling collection day, collection will 

be one day later.   

 

Listed below are the 2018  Holidays and resched-

uled Collection days. 
 

Holiday Date Collection Day 

New Yearôs Day Jan. 1 Friday, Jan. 5 

Memorial Day May 28 Friday, June 1 

4th of July July 4 Friday, July 6 

Labor Day  Sept. 3 Friday, Sept. 7 

Thanksgiving Nov. 22 Friday, Nov. 23 

Christmas Dec. 25 Friday, Dec. 28 

ñAt Your Doorò Special Collection 

As part of the Township's residential solid waste and 

recycling contract with Waste Management residents 

have a convenient opportunity to dispose of House-

hold Hazardous Waste (HHW) safely, easily and re-

sponsibly. The ñAt Your Doorò Special Collection 

Service is a residential service offered by WM to pro-

vide year-round HHW collection for you.  Some items 

that can be included are paint, household and garden 

chemicals, automotive fluids and batteries, fluorescent 

lights, televisions, computers and other electronic 

equipment.  

 

Waste Management has made available a video that 

highlights the features of the ñAt Your Doorò Special 

Collection Service. This video, which goes into detail 

about material that is accepted for collection and pro-

vides information on how to utilize the service can be 

viewed from the Township website.  A flyer with in-

formation on what items can be collected and how to 

schedule an appointment is also available at: http://

www.ohara.pa.us/doc/hhw_at_your-door.pdf. 

 

You can schedule a collection appointment by calling 

1-800-449-7587, on-line at www.wmatyourdoor.com, 

or by e-mail at atyourdoor@wm.com. Ç 

http://www.wmatyourdoor.com
mailto:%20atyourdoor@wm.com
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Stormwater is rain or melting snow that does not soak 

into the ground.  It flows from rooftops, paved areas, 

bare soil and sloped lawns.  Municipal stormwater 

systems-storm drains and pipes-collect stormwater 

runoff and convey it to local bodies of water. 

 

Ideally, stormwater runoff would be contaminant free.  

In reality, it picks up pollutants such as oil, animal 

waste, pesticides, fertilizers, oil and grease and debris 

and transports them into our waterways.  This is called 

stormwater pollution. 

 

Polluted stormwater degrades our lakes, rivers, wet-

lands and other waterways.  Nutrients such as phos-

phorous and nitrogen can cause overgrowth of algae 

resulting in oxygen depletion in waterways.  Toxic 

substances from motor vehicles and careless applica-

tion of fertilizer and pesticides threaten water quality 

and kill fish and other aquatic life.   

 

Any discharge into a stormwater system that is not 

composed entirely of stormwater is called an illicit 

discharge.  We all can work together to greatly reduce 

the amount of illicit discharges into our stormwater 

system and waterways. 

 

¶ NEVER dump anything down storm drains 

¶ Use fertilizer sparingly and sweep up any excess 

from driveways, sidewalks and roads 

¶ Pick up after your pet when they go and do not let 

the waste sit in your yard 

¶ Check vehicles for leaks; if found have them fixed 

¶ Never discharge a pool, spa or fountain to the street  

¶ Clean paint rollers and bushes in a sink that flows to 

the sanitary sewer system 

¶ Use sodium chloride to treat snow and ice sparingly 

or look for an environmentally friendly product 

¶ Clean up spills of grease or oil with kitty litter, then 

sweep up and properly dispose of in the trash 

¶ Clean debris and litter off of storm water intakes and 

properly dispose of in the trash 

 

By everyone doing their share, our waterways will 

become cleaner and more welcoming for aquatic life 

and us.Ç 

Do I Hear Hammering? 

If you have been in the Township building lately you 

most likely have heard hammering and sawing in the 

background. Currently, the Township building is 

undergoing a renovation/addition.  This renovation/

addition will increase the space for our Police De-

partment and ensure that our officers have an up to 

date and efficient police station. 

 

Also included in the renovation/addition, is a second 

floor storage area, reoriented records room, a new 

conference room and a reoriented computer server 

room.  The second floor storage area will allow for 

all Township records to be stored onsite.  Offsite 

storage will no longer be needed. 

 

The renovation/addition will help staff to continue to 

provide top notch services to our residents.Ç 

Annual Holiday Tradition 
 

The Township of OôHara is 

continuing its annual Holiday 

tradition of collecting nonper-

ishable food items to be deliv-

ered to local food banks.  

 

Donations may be placed in the 

marked container located in the 

Municipal Building lobby through December 12th. 

 

Please join Council and staff in helping those less 

fortunate this Holiday Season.Ç 
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Selling Your Home? 
 

While your real estate agent 

and closing company will 

handle many of the matters 

related to selling your home, 

there are some things you can 

do to make the process easier. 

 

Unpaid taxes can hold up your closing so make 

sure all of your taxes are paid.  This includes both 

real estate taxes and earned income taxes.  If you 

are not sure if you owe taxes, you should contact 

the appropriate tax collector. 

 

Make sure all utility bills (phone, water, sewer, 

electricity, etc.) are current.   

 

All homes are required to have a backflow preven-

tion device installed on the waterline prior to the 

final water reading.  Contact Fox Chapel Authority 

at 412-963-0212 or Hampton Shaler Water Au-

thority at 412-486-4867 for further details. 

  

Township of OôHara Ordinance No. 1299 requires 

that prior to a property sale or transfer to other 

than a spouse, a Sanitary Sewer Certificate must be 

obtained from the Township.  The Sanitary Sewer 

Certificate is issued after a registered plumber per-

forms a test verifying that no storm, ground or sur-

face water is directed into the sanitary sewer sys-

tem.  Property owners arrange and pay for a regis-

tered plumber to perform the test.  The Township 

witnesses, inspects and certifies the test at a cost of 

$100 for residential buildings and $200 - $400 for 

commercial buildings based on square footage.  

 

If violations are found, they must be corrected pri-

or to closing or if the property is not sold, within 

one hundred eighty (180) days of inspection.   

 

Once the Certificate is issued, it is valid for one 

year from the date of the inspection.   

 

For more information on the Sanitary Sewer Certi-

fication, check the Township website or contact 

the Township at 412-782-1400.Ç 

Do You Know Local Geography? 
 

Do you always win the geography category in trivia 

games?  Try your hand at our local geography quiz: 

 

1. How many municipalities border OôHara Town-

ship? 

2. What are the names of the municipalities that bor-

der OôHara Township? 

3. What is the name of the island in the Allegheny 

River owned by the Township? 

4. How far is OôHara located from Pittsburghôs Gold-

en Triangle? 

5. What is the steepest road in the Township? 

6. What is the name of the stream classified as a high 

quality stream by the EPA? 

7. What is the highest elevation in the Township? 

Hope you had fun and learned something about your 

community!Ç 

ANSWERS:  1. Eight; 2. Fox Chapel, Indiana, 

Pittsburgh, Aspinwall, Blawnox, Harmar, Sharpsburg 

and Shaler; 3. Nancy Werner Park, also known as 6 -

mile island; 4. Six miles; 5. Berryhill Road located off 

Saxonburg Boulevard. 6. Squaw Run Creek; 7. Two 

are tied at 1208 ft. above sea level. One is on 

Dorseyville Road and one is on Field Club Road.  

Both are private residences.  

BE PART OF THE SOLUTION  
NOT THE POLLUTION! 


