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Bulletproof Vest Grant Awarded 
 

The Township has received a grant from The Bul-

letproof Vest Partnership, created by the Bullet-

proof Vest Partnership Grant Act of 1998.  This is 

a unique U. S. Department of Justice initiative de-

signed to provide a critical resource to state and 

local law enforcement. 

 

Since 1999, the program has awarded more than 

13,000 jurisdictions a total of $393 million in fed-

eral funds for the purchase of over 1 million vests.  

In fiscal year 2012, protective vests were directly 

attributable to savings the lives of at least 33 law 

enforcement and corrections officers. 

 

The Township is once again been awarded a grant 

that will reimburse the Township for 50% of the 

cost of a new bullet proof vest for our officers for 

the next three years up to $4,705.  Over time, bul-

letproof vests breakdown due to wear and perspi-

ration.  The Township strives to replace each offi-

cer’s vest every three years.   

 

Visit http://ojp.gov/bvpbasi/ to learn more about 

this wonderful program. 

Lauri Ann West  
         Community Center Opens 
 

After months of construction, Phase I of the new 

Lauri Ann West Community Center is complete 

and open to fitness members and program partici-

pants.  On the same grounds as the old Boyd Com-

munity Center, the new facility continues to offer 

the same high-quality arts, culture and sports pro-

gramming that were Boyd’s hallmark, while also 

featuring a full-service fitness facility with per-

sonal training, group exercise classes and a child-

watch area. 

 

The 4,000 square-foot fitness facility, with best-in-

class cardio, weights and training equipment, 

opened in November along with the program wing 

– a suite of rooms that allow for Lauri Ann West 

Community Center’s after school and daytime 

classes and programs, along with a new dance stu-

dio and a dedicated room for the Arts & Enrich-

ment Program.  Later this year, Phase II of the pro-

ject will open the full-size gymnasium with ele-

vated walking track and 3,000 square foot Com-

munity Multi-Purpose Room, offering residents 

flexible areas to meet, play and celebrate in the 

heart of our community. Senior programs 

(including UPMC’s Silver and Fit) are available. 

 

More information about everything at the Lauri 

Ann West Community Center is available on their 

new website at www.lauriannwestcc.org. Or, stop 

by to take a tour of the new building and learn 

about the various membership offerings that are 

available. 

http://ojp.gov/bvpbasi/
http://www.lauriannwestcc.org
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Special Material Collection Program 
 

As part of the residential solid waste and recycling 

contract with Waste Management, O’Hara resi-

dents have a convenient opportunity to dispose of 

household generated special materials - safely, eas-

ily and responsibly.   

 

To participate, you must set up a collection ap-

pointment with Waste Management.  There are 

three ways to schedule this appointment:  

 

 Go to www.wmatyourdoor.com 

 Call:800-449-7587 (Monday-Friday, 8am-8pm) 

 E-mail AtYourDoor@WM.com 

 

You will be provided a suitable collection date and 

information about where to place the kit for collec-

tion.  A collection kit will be sent to you in time 

for you to gather and pack your materials.  On the 

scheduled date, the customer service technician 

will collect the materials directly from your home. 

 

Eligible Items: In general, most ordinary house-

hold chemicals purchased at retail stores are eligi-

ble for collection.  Only items originating from 

households are eligible, no business material is 

allowed.  Most consumer electronic items can be 

collected, including microwave ovens (appliances 

such as washers, driers, refrigerators or other large 

appliances are not acceptable).  Console TV’s and 

similar consumer electronic items in limited quan-

tities are eligible unless they originate from a busi-

ness.  Universal material is collected and typically 

includes fluorescent lamps, compact fluorescent 

bulbs and mercury devices. 

 

Garden Chemicals: insect sprays, weed killers,  

other poisons, rat poison, roach poison, fertilizer, 

herbicides 

Swimming Pool Chemicals: pool acid, stabilizer, 

chlorine tablets or liquid 

Automotive Material: motor oil, antifreeze, brake 

fluid, cleaners, waxes/polishes, used oil filters, 

transmission fluid, windshield washer fluid, hy-

draulic fluid, automotive batteries 

Special Collection Program. . . cont’d. 
 

Flammable & Combustible Materials: gasoline and 

diesel fuel, solvent  

Mercury Containing Devices: thermostats, ther-

mometers, switches  

Paint Products: oil based paint, latex paint, caulk, 

stripper & thinner, stain, wood preservative, glue 

Household Cleaners: bleach, ammonia, floor & tile 

cleaners, floor stripper, drain cleaner, tile remover, 

rust remover, Naval jelly, driveway cleaner  

Misc. Household: household batteries, compact fluo-

rescent bulbs, florescent tubes, high intensity lamps 

Electronics and Peripheral Items: circuit boards, 

televisions, computer monitors, keyboard, mouse, 

desktop printer, CD’s, DVD’s, VCR’s, CD Players, 

cell phones with related cords 

 

Ineligible Materials: biological waste, gas cylinders/

pressurized cylinders, radioactive materials, including 

smoke detectors, materials improperly packaged for 

transportation, ammunition and explosives, unknown 

or unlabeled  materials, asbestos, tires, commercial 

chemicals, appliances, containers over 5 gallons, liq-

uid mercury/elemental mercury, driveway sealer 

greater than 5 gallons, fire extinguishers, all medi-

cines, leaking containers, sharps, food waste, items 

that are not hazardous, cooking oil, trash including 

bulky items, commercial material, material from busi-

nesses and unusually large quantities of the same ma-

terial are not eligible for this program. 

 

Please remember these lists are not all-inclusive and 

may vary depending on state and local regulations. 

Waste Management’s call center can answer specific 

questions regarding acceptable materials. 

Christmas Tree Collection 
 

The Township’s trash collector, Waste Man-

agement, will continue to collect Christmas 

trees (no more than 6 feet in length) placed at 

the curb on regular trash collection days 

through February. 
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Snow Removal 
 
The Public Service 
Department has the 
responsibility of clear-
ing municipal streets 
of snow and ice. Our 
goal is to provide you with the highest possible level 
of service. When snow begins to lay on the roads, road 
crews are called out, but all roads cannot be treated at 
once. Untreated roads may be slippery and treacher-
ous. If possible, stay off the roads during this period. 

 

Plowing operations usually occur with the accumula-
tion of 1 to 3 inches or more of snow. During snow-
falls when plows are used, the initial passes of the 
snowplow are to open the road for traffic. Expect to 
have snow pushed back to the curb on a later pass. 
 
To minimize the amount of snow that gets deposited 
in front of your driveway, stand at the street facing 
your driveway and shovel snow to the left side of your 
driveway. This will reduce the amount of snow depos-
ited in front of your driveway.  
 
Property owners and businesses are reminded that 
snow and ice must be removed from the sidewalk 
along the frontage within 24 hours of the beginning of 
a snowfall. Blowing or shoveling of snow into the 
street is a violation of municipal ordinances and can 
cause accidents. Property owners assume a serious 
liability for such a practice. 
 
To assist the Public Service Department during snow 
removal, please adhere to these suggestions: 
 

1. Do not drive unless absolutely necessary. If 
possible wait a while to give salt crews a 
chance to treat roads. 

2. Remove your vehicles from the street. Park 
in your driveway or yard. If it is necessary 
to park along the street, leave enough room 
for plow trucks to fit between parked cars. 

3. Do not shovel or plow snow from your drive-
way or walkway into the street.  

4. If you hire a plowing service, advise them not 
to push snow into the street or in front of 
neighboring property. 

5. Clear pedestrian crossings at intersections. 

Snow Removal . . . cont’d. 
 
6. Remove snow from around fire hydrants. 
7. When you notice a salt truck approaching 

from the opposite direction, slow down and 
move away from the center of the road to 
avoid having salt hit your vehicle. 

8. When following a salt truck, keep a safe 
distance as trucks may make sudden stops 
or turns. 

Spring Leaf Collection 
 

Spring leaf collection service will 

be conducted from April 4 - April 

15, 2016.   

 

All leaves must be placed along 

the curb within four (4) feet of 

the edge of the street, but not in 

the street.  No other materials 

should be mixed with the leaves.   
 

Crews from the Public Service Department will  

collect leaves in an orderly fashion on all streets 

using the Zones previously established.  Residents 

do not need to call the Township for this service. 

 

To find out which Zone your residence is in or 

where collection is taking place, check the Town-

ship website at www.ohara.pa.us and click Leaf 

Collection on our homepage.  Collection locations 

will be updated on a daily basis. 

Vacation Checks 
 

During the Holidays, residents may be traveling 

for vacation or to visit family members.   

 

So you can enjoy your time without worrying 

about your home, any resident wishing to have a 

Police Officer check their home on a regular basis 

while they are away should complete a request 

form available at the Police station.   

 

You can print the form from our website.  Just 

click on the Documents/Forms link, print, com-

plete and drop it off at the Police station. 
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Spring Brush Collection 
 

Spring brush collection service will be offered 

from April 18 - April 29, 2016.  Residents must 

contact the Township at 412-784-1784, Ext. 203 

during that period to request collection services. 

Callers should say that they are requesting brush 

pick-up and be prepared to leave their name, ad-

dress and telephone number.  Requests are for one 

pick-up only.  If, after collection, additional mate-

rial is placed at the curb, another request for col-

lection  must be made. 

 

Requests for pick-up will not be accepted after 

4:30 pm on April 29.  However, collection will 

continue until  brush is collected from all residents 

who have called in requests.  

 

Residents who do not contact the Township for the 

Spring collection prior to April 29 will have the 

opportunity to participate in the monthly collection 

service provided by Waste Management or the Fall 

2016 brush collection program.  Watch for details 

on these programs in future Newsletters. 

 

Brush Collection Regulations 

 

 Limbs and brush should be placed along the 

curb, within four (4) feet of the edge of the 

street, but not in the street. Limbs that are four 

(4) inches or less in diameter may not exceed 

eight (8) feet in length. Limbs more than four 

(4) inches but less than six (6) inches in diame-

ter may not exceed four (4) feet in length. 

 Hedges, vines, shrubs and other brush must be 

separated from tree limbs and securely tied in 

bundles less than sixteen (16) inches in diameter. 

 Each property is limited to one (1) truckload of 

brush.  This equals about six cubic yards. 

 Wood chips may be available upon request by 

calling Loren Kephart, 412-784-1784 Ext. 206. 
 

A notice will be left at homes where the brush is 

not properly prepared for pick-up. The notice will 

explain why the brush was refused for collection.   

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

Prevent Storm Water Pollution  
 

Rain by its nature is important for replenishing drink-

ing water supplies, recreation, and healthy wildlife 

habitats.  It becomes polluted when our activities like, 

car maintenance, lawn care and dog walking are left 

on the ground for rain to wash away.  Here are some 

important ways to prevent storm water pollution: 

 

 Properly dispose of hazardous substances 

such as used oil, cleaning supplies and 

paint.  NEVER pour them down any part 

of the storm sewer system. 

 Use pesticides, fertilizers, and herbicides 

properly and efficiently to prevent excess 

run off. 

 Install innovative storm water practices on 

residential property, such as rain barrels or 

rain gardens. 

 Pick up after pets and dispose of their 

waste properly.  No matter where pets 

make a mess, even in your own back yard, 

storm water runoff can carry pet waste 

from the land to the storm water system. 

 Store materials that could pollute storm 

water indoors or use water tight containers 

for outdoor storage. 

 

Together we can all make a difference in our water 

quality. 

DARE Car 
 

Once again, two local businesses are helping the 

O’Hara Township Police teach youngsters about the 

danger of substance abuse through DARE - the Drug 

Abuse Resistance Education program. 

 

This school year Mike Auffenberg of Monroeville 

Jeep has donated the use of a 2016 Jeep Cherokee.  

Jeff Goodwin of Autograph Signs, has also donated 

the specially created colorful DARE graphic package 

placed on the exterior of the vehicle. 

 

Again, many thanks to Mr. Auffenberg and Mr. Good-

win for their continuing generosity. 
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Holiday Gift Idea 
 
As the Holidays approach, many of us begin to 

ponder what to get that person on our list who has 

everything.   

 

We have the solution to that problem; the Town-

ship of O’Hara history book.  “Portrait of an 

American Community” tells the story of how 

O’Hara Township evolved from frontier land to a 

modern community and is packed with informa-

tion and photos unique to the Township. 

 

The history book is available at the Township of-

fice for the special Holiday price of $32.05 (check 

or money order only). 

People and Places in O’Hara 
 

The people and places listed below have been men-

tioned in previous newsletters and in the history book 

as important in the development of the Township.  See 

how many of them you can find in the Word Search. 

 

Amelia Earhart  National Park 

An American Community Powers Run 

Camp Guyasuta  RIDC Park 

H J Heinz VA Center  Rogers Field 

James O’Hara   Ross Grove 

Lauri Ann West CC  Squaw Valley Park 

Have fun and good luck! 

2016 Trash/Recycling Holidays 
 

When a major holiday falls on 

or prior to the regular trash/

recycling collection day, collec-

tion will be one day later.  

Listed below are the Holidays 

and rescheduled Collection days 

for  2016. 
 

Holiday Date Collection Day 

Memorial Day May 30 Friday, June 3 

4th of July July 4 Friday, July 8 

Labor Day  Sept. 5 Friday, Sept. 9 

Thanksgiving Nov. 24 Friday, Nov. 25 

Help Your Neighbors 
 

During the Holiday Season, O’Hara Township will 

be collecting non-perishable food items for distri-

bution to local food banks. 

 

Donations may be placed in the marked container 

in the Municipal Building lobby until December 

16, 2015 

 

Let’s all work together to help those less fortunate 

this Holiday Season. 

K O X P W M K S A X T X X E L X D B E K A A 

K R A P L A N O I T A N L H N T K Q C R M T 

A T A I W U L M C X T W F D W N P C J A E U 

K Y T R U X P C V I E B B M M E T B A P L S 

R E T N E C A V Z N I E H J H S I L M Y I A 

R J H P V Z T W H Z W H X Q E M P P E E A Y 

Z F Y I Y G N Y A G W B Q W Y L O L S L E U 

I J W P W F I G Z X I I N Z K W K M O L A G 

R O G E R S F I E L D N B F E N R Z H A R P 

Y T I N U M M O C N A C I R E M A N A V H M 

E V O R G S S O R I L W S L T S P D R W A A 

L M M L B G P C R E X R V C Q O C E A A R C 

F X E D G I O U M U U A P Y W V D S R U T A 

Q L D W T P A K H N A G I S G L I L U Q D P 

P Y H Q E L X H H R N K G B V H R D U S L A 

Emergency Service List 
 

The Police Department is compiling a list of individu-

als who may have trouble exiting their home during an 

emergency due to impairment.  This list will be shared 

with the Township’s Volunteer Fire Departments, 

Emergency Medical Service and police officers. 

 

This will enable emergency service providers to know 

that an individual in the home may need special assis-

tance during an emergency. 

 

Please call 412-782-1403 to let the police department 

know your home needs to be added to the list. 
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Selling Your Home? 
 

While your real estate agent 

and closing company will 

handle many of the matters 

related to selling your home, 

there are some things you can 

do to make the process easier. 

 

Unpaid taxes can hold up your closing so make 

sure all of your taxes are paid.  This includes both 

real estate taxes and earned income taxes.  If you 

are not sure if you owe taxes, you should contact 

the appropriate tax collector. 

 

Make sure all utility bills (phone, water, sewer, 

electricity, etc.) are current.   

 

All homes are required to have a backflow preven-

tion device installed on the waterline prior to the 

final water reading.  Contact Fox Chapel Authority 

at 412-963-0212 or Hampton Shaler Water Au-

thority at 412-486-4867 for further details. 

  

Township of O’Hara Ordinance No. 1299 requires 

that prior to a property sale or transfer to other 

than a spouse, a Sanitary Sewer Certificate must be 

obtained from the Township.  The Sanitary Sewer 

Certificate is issued after a registered plumber per-

forms a test verifying that no storm, ground or sur-

face water is directed into the sanitary sewer sys-

tem.  Property owners arrange and pay for a regis-

tered plumber to perform the test.  The Township 

witnesses, inspects and certifies the test at a cost of 

$100 for residential buildings and $200 for com-

mercial buildings.   

 

If violations are found, they must be corrected 

prior to closing or if the property is not sold, 

within one hundred eighty (180) days of testing.   

 

Once the Certificate is issued, it is valid for one 

year from the date of the test.   

 

For more information on the Sanitary Sewer Certi-

fication, check the Township website or contact 

the Township at 412-782-1400. 

Small Project Building Permits 
 

Old man winter may be just around the corner, but 

plans are already hatching in the minds of many resi-

dents for spring projects.  The Township requires per-

mits for items such as: 

 Decks, porches and roofs on existing decks or 

porches 

 Sheds 

 Fences 

 Retaining walls 

 Swimming pools, spas and hot tubs 

 New driveways 

 Changes to roof drains, French drains or storm 

water 

 

To apply for permits for these projects, either visit our 

website www.ohara.pa.us/forms.asp and download a 

“Small Projects” building permit or visit the Township 

office and pick one up. 

 

Some helpful hints for an easy and successful building 

permit submission are: 

 Allow time for the permit to be reviewed and 

processed.  It can take up to 30 days for some 

permits to be issued.  We strive to issue permits 

very quickly, but sometimes sheer volume may 

cause a slight delay. 

 Read the application carefully and fill it out com-

pletely.  Scott Chermak is the Township’s Build-

ing Code Official and he will be happy to answer 

any questions.  Feel free to call Scott at 412-782-

1400 if you have any questions while filling out 

the application.  Remember to submit all re-

quired plans with your application. 

 An official property survey must be submitted 

with the application. 

 If you are using a contractor for the project we 

need a copy of their certificate of insurance. 

 Make sure the application is notarized.  We have 

a notary at the Township who will be happy to 

do it for you.  Please call ahead to make sure 

Cathy will be available.  There is no charge for 

Township residents for this service. 

 

If you follow these helpful hints, you will have smooth 

sailing and a successful permit experience. 

http://www.ohara.pa.us
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FCASD on Social Media 
 

Did you know that the Fox Chapel Area 

School District is on Facebook, Twitter 

and Instagram? 

 

Visit them at: 

facebook.com/foxchapelarea 

twitter.com/fcasd 

Instagram at foxchapelareasd 

Cooper-Siegel Library Programs 
 

Library Programs for Adults 

Sunday Music at the Library: Free concerts held at 2 pm - 

December 6 Guitarist Doug Edgell performs holiday favorites 

and February 21 Guitarist Aaron Lewinter performs. 

Winter Reading Program: Win a gift card for reading! 

Eat at La Cappella:  The first Wednesday of each month, La 

Cappella donates a percentage of sales to the library when 

diners bring a coupon from the library. 

Post-Gazette Backyard Gardener Doug Oster: gives spring 

gardening advice in March.  

Civics for Grown-ups Series: The ACLU of Pennsylvania 

presents a four-part series on the Bill of Rights, law and the 

courts, landmark cases of the ACLU and free speech. 

Adventures in the Burgh: This group takes a field trip each 

month to a place of interest in Pittsburgh. 

Meditation with a Monk: Bhante Punna from the Buddhist 

Cultural Center will lead meditation sessions. 

Tea at the Library: Held once a month, themes vary. Enjoy a 

proper English tea.  Small fee for refreshments. 

Computer Classes: Classes offered throughout the year. 

Free Continuing Education Courses Online: Connect to 

Universal Class from our website.  Over 500 courses includ-

ing Microsoft Office for all ages and you earn CEU hours. 

E-readers are now available for loan: Free e-books for you 

to read. 

Free Streaming Video and Music Downloads: New to our 

library - connect from our website.  Also get free e-books, e-

audio and e-magazines from our website. 

Wise Walk Walking Program: Walk for fitness! 

 

Library Programs for Children 

Winter Reading Program: Win a Prize for Reading!  

Lego Days:  December 6 at 2 pm 

Family Game Day: November 29 & December 20 at 2 pm  

Decorate a Mini-Gingerbread House: November 30 at 1 pm 

Star Wars Day & Film: December 12 at 11 am 

Birthday Book Club: For a donation, you may select a book 

or topic in honor of a child’s birthday or other special event. 

Girls Book Club: For girls going into third or fourth grade. 

 

Library Programs for Teens 

Mother/Daughter Book Club: held once a month 

Teen Newsletter: Write, draw or take pictures for our news-

letter. 

Winter Reading Program: Starts in January. 

 

For further information or to register, contact the Library at 

412-828-9520, ext. 15 for Adult programs; ext. 18 for the 

Children’s Department or ext. 10 for the Teen Department or 

by sending an e-mail to coopersiegelref@einetwork.net.  

M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  a t 

www.coopersiegelcommunitylibrary.org. 

Glitter & Glow: A Girl’s Night Out 
 

The Fox Chapel Garden Club is pleased to present its major fund-

raising event of the year which benefits area conservation groups 

and educational organizations including the Aspinwall Riverfront 

Park, Lauri Ann West Community Center in O’Hara Township, 

the Cooper-Seigel Community Library, the Fox Chapel Parks 

Commission, the Pittsburgh Botanic Garden, St. Margaret Foun-

dation’s “Garden of Hope” and other deserving organizations. 

 

Once again, the members of Fox Chapel Garden Club have cre-

ated dozens of stunningly unique items for the Silent Auction 

which are truly one-of-a-kind and show-stopping.  What could be 

better than having a nice night with friends and colleagues, enjoy-

ing great food and drinks and also being able to cross off many 

on your holiday lists!  

 

The event takes place on Wednesday, December 2, 2015 from 7 

to 9 pm at Fox Chapel Golf Club, 426 Fox Chapel Road, Pitts-

burgh, PA 15238. Tickets are $35 and include a light dinner. Res-

ervation requests can be sent to Cris Scott at cns125@aol.com or 

via phone at 412-963-8286. Personal checks are accepted for res-

ervations. The evening event also includes a cash bar and any 

purchases at Glitter and Glow may be made via cash or check 

(sorry, no credit cards). 

Fox Chapel Newcomers Club 
 

The Fox Chapel Newcomers Club is inviting anyone new to the 

Fox Chapel Area School District to join them.  Meetings are held 

at 9:30 am at Beechwood Farms, 614 Dorseyville Road 15238.  

Upcoming meetings are: 

 Friday, December 4* - Holiday Luncheon & Teacup Auction 

   *Held at the Fox Chapel Golf Club and there is a fee to attend 

 Friday, January 8 -  Julianne Fallert, Interior Designer 

 Friday, February 5 - Julie Long, Curator of Calm 

 Friday, March 11 - Jenni Calihan, Founder of Eat the Butter  

 Friday, April 8 - Barbara Johnstone, Professor of English and 

      Linguistics at Carnegie Mellon University  

 Friday, May 13* - *Location TBA and there is a fee to attend 

 

Visit www.FoxChapelNewcomers.org or www.Facebook.com/

FoxChapelNewcomers for more information. 

mailto:coopersiegelref@einetwork.net
http://www.FoxChapelNewcomers.org/
http://www.Facebook.com/FoxChapelNewcomers
http://www.Facebook.com/FoxChapelNewcomers
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Township Council 

Robert John Smith, At-Large, President Charles A. Vogel, Ward 1, Vice President 

Mark F. Rothert, Ward 2 Scott Frankowski, Ward 3 

Allison Garcia, Ward 4       Cassandra Eccles, Ward 5 Bart E. Bodkin, At-Large 
 

Regular meeting: Second Tuesday of each month, 7:00 p.m. 

Workshop meetings: First Tuesday of each month, 7:00 p.m.; Second Tuesday following Regular meeting 

Planning Commission 

Edward M. Crates, Chairperson 

 Charles F. Bleil John J. Claus  

 Richard Citrin Bruce W. Gay III  

 Joseph M. Kelly Joseph Zgurzynski 

Meetings:   3rd Monday, 7:30 p.m. 

Zoning Hearing Board 

Scott Duffy, Chairperson 

Alvin A. Kinsel Richard Lockwood 

Shannon Barkley, Alternate 

Barbara Simanek, Alternate Lisa Steimer, Alternate 

Meetings: 1st Monday, 7:00 p.m. 

Parks and Recreation Commission 

Mark Yon, Chairperson 

 Mary Jo Bisceglia S. Joseph Jablonski 

 Mary E. Lasher Mary Lee Mahon 

 Shamus Petrucelli Michael J. Veltri 

Meetings: 4th Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

Civil Service Commission 

David R. Schaffner, Jr., Chairperson 

 Judy Bossart Rabbi Ely Rosenfeld 

  James R. Stahl Robert Ward 

Meetings: 2nd Monday, 7:00 p.m. 

All meetings are held at the Municipal Building, 325 Fox Chapel Road and are open to the public. 


