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Council Members Elected 
 
On Tuesday, November 3, 2015 O’Hara Township 
residents elected the following At-Large Council 
members: 

Robert J. Smith  
John R. Denny 

 
Both were sworn in at the January 4, 2016 organ-
izational meeting. 
 
Outgoing Council member Bart E. Bodkin is con-
gratulated for his years of service to the commu-
nity.   
 
Please join Township staff in welcoming Bob and 
John and expressing appreciation to Bart. 

Banner Community Designation 
 
Township of O’Hara Council is pleased to an-
nounce that once again the Township has received 
a designation of distinction. 
 
The Township has been named a Banner Commu-
nity by the Allegheny League of Municipalities 
(ALOM).  This indicates that O’Hara Township 
implements the best practices in all aspects of op-
erations and that it is governed in an inclusive, col-
laborative manner.  O’Hara along with over 30 
other municipalities in the County have received 
this important designation. 
 
Please join us in congratulating Council and staff 
on a job well done. 

Adaptive Playground 
 
The Township will be opening its newest play-
ground at Squaw Valley Park around Memorial 
Day, weather dependent.     
 
This will be a very special playground designed 
for inclusive play of all children.    It is designed 
with amenities especially focused for special needs 
children.  This would include ramping, soft solid 
surfacing, audio and visual sensory trees and much 
more specialized play equipment.  The playground 
will have a four foot fence surrounding is perime-
ter with only one way in and out.  
  
Please join Council and staff in watching the con-
struction of this great asset for our community. 

New Employee Hired 
 
Rebecca Slagel joined the O’Hara Township ad-
ministrative staff on February 29.  Becky will be 
answering your phone calls and greeting you at the 
front desk when you visit. 
 
Please join Council and staff in welcoming Becky 
to the Township. 



2 

 

Real Estate Tax Rebate Program 
 
On December 8, 2015 O'Hara Township Council 
adopted Ordinance No. 1304 establishing a real 
estate tax rebate program for senior citizens.   
 
If you are age 60 or older, have lived in the Town-
ship for ten years or more, have an annual income 
of less than $30,000 and your Township real estate 
taxes increased in 2016, you may be eligible for a 
real estate tax rebate.  The rebate equals 25% of 
the increase in 2016 Township real estate taxes  
over 2015 Township real estate taxes. 
 
Forms are available at the Township office or on 
the website at www.ohara.pa.us.  For more infor-
mation call the Township at 412-782-1400. 

Throwback Thursday Movie 
  
Throwback Thursday will continue this summer. 

Come to Squaw Valley Park on Thursday, June 16 
as we bring back the classics with a special show-
ing of The Wizard of Oz starring Judy Garland, 
Ray Bolger, Jack Haley and Bert Lahr. 

All movies start at dusk, weather permitting.  The 
Wizard of Oz is rated G. 

Cars, Cars Everywhere 
 
The Township Police Department is asking all 
residents to look before they or their guests park 
on Township streets.  When cars are parked on 
both sides of the street it narrows the cart ways and 
can impede emergency and other vehicles.  When 
parking your vehicle or instructing your guests on 
where to park, please ensure that cars are parked in 
a fashion that allows for the free flow of traffic.  
Also, please do not block your neighbor’s drive-
way or their view from the driveway for a safe 
exit.  
  
By looking first then parking we can keep our traf-
fic flowing. 

Want to Learn about Storm Water? 
 
If you would like to learn more about storm water and 
talk to the experts, please attend the Open House 
Event hosted by the Township of O’Hara and Fox 
Chapel Borough at the Cooper Seigel Library on Mon-
day, May 2 from 1 to 3 pm.  The Library is located at 
403 Fox Chapel Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15238.  
 
Also, if you are interested in having a Township staff 
member come and talk to your school, business, home 
owners association, church or synagogue, club, or-
ganization or group about storm water please call 
(412) 782-1400 and ask to speak to the Township En-
gineer Chuck Steinert. 
 
Knowledge is the key to improving  water quality. 

Municipal Good Housekeeping 
 
It is estimated that over half the pollutants in our 
creeks, streams, lakes and rivers come from storm 
water runoff.  This includes runoff from impervious 
surfaces (parking lots, driveways, roads etc.).  The 
pollutants include gasoline, oil, grease and heavy 
metals deposited from cars and yard maintenance 
machines.  Fertilizers run off lawns and into storm 
drain systems causing major concerns.  These pollut-
ants threaten the quality and usability of our water. 
 
Good housekeeping practices and procedures help 
keep O’Hara Township’s water clean and safe.  The 
Township conducts numerous operational and main-
tenance activities that significantly reduce the pollut-
ants flowing through our storm water to our streams, 
lakes, creeks and rivers. 
 
Some of the activities include street sweeping, solid 
waste collection, recycling collection, household 
hazardous waste collection and removal of debris 
from pipes and creeks.    It is the goal to reduce pol-
lutants carried in runoff resulting from municipal 
activities.  Township Council and staff have been 
provided guidance and training to identify, prevent 
and reduce pollutant discharge. 
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Yard Waste Collection 
 
The Township’s trash collection contract provides 
for curbside collection of yard waste on one 
Wednesday each month from May - September.   
 
The following Wednesdays are scheduled as col-
lection days for 2016 - May 18, June 22, July 20, 
August 17 and September 21. 
 
Residents must call 412-784-1784, ext 203 at least 
ten (10) days prior to each scheduled date to re-
quest collection.  Anyone who fails to notify the 
Township in time to be put on the list will not 
qualify for collection that month. 
 
Yard waste includes leaves in biodegradable bags, 
garden residue, shrubbery trimmings, limbs, twigs, 
brush, tree trimmings and similar material, but 
NOT grass clippings. All tree trimmings and limbs 
must be cut in lengths less than 48” and limbs 
must be less than 3” in diameter.  All material 
must be securely bundled and each bundle must 
weigh less than 40 lbs. 
 
The Township will continue to provide Spring and 
Fall Brush Collection.  Check the Summer 2016 
Newsletter or our website at www.ohara.pa.us  for 
more information. 

Road Improvement Program  
 
Bids will be received this spring for the milling and 
resurfacing portion of the Township’s 2016 annual 
road improvement program.  The Township will again 
be bidding with neighboring communities which has 
helped to reduce costs in past years. 
 
Roads scheduled for milling and resurfacing are: 
South Oakhill Road (Freeport Rd to N Oakhill Rd) 
East Oakhill Road (N Oakhill Rd to Freeport Rd) 
South Oakhill (N Oakhill Rd to Freeport Rd) 
Woodshire Drive (Eton Drive to cul-de-sac) 
Field Club Road (Township line to Powers Run Rd) 
 
Roads scheduled for chip seal are: 
South Oakhill Rd (Rockingham Rd to N Oakhill Rd) 

 
Alternates (if pricing allows): 

Crofton Drive 
Locust Drive 
Flex Court at Lauri Ann West Community Center  
 

During construction season, residents should keep in 
mind the following: 
 
Obey posted speed limits and keep alert for 

temporary barricades and equipment. 
Do not remove signs, barricades, covers or 

cones that may be in use in construction areas. 
When driving past workers or equipment, fol-

low the directions of traffic control personnel. 
 

Thank you for your patience and cooperation. 

Tax Collector 
 
Jordan Tax Service, Inc., the Township’s Real Estate 
tax collector will have a representative available at the 
Township office to accept Real Estate Tax payments 
on Friday, April 22 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm and on 
Thursday, April 28 from 1:30 pm to 5:00 pm. 
 
Jordan’s phone number is 412-345-7962 and their ad-
dress is 102 Rahway Road, McMurray, PA 15317. 

Township Wins Finance Award 
 
The Government Finance Officers Association 
awarded their Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting to the Township 
for the 2014 Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report. This Certificate is the highest form of 
recognition in the area of governmental accounting 
and financial reporting. It represents a significant 
accomplishment by a government and its manage-
ment. 

The award, as well as the 2014 Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Report, are available for resi-
dents review at the Township office.   
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Seeds for Seniors 
 
Packets of flower and vegetable seeds are available for 
Township of O’Hara Senior Residents. The seed pack-
ets can be picked up at the Township Building be-
tween 8:00 am and 4:30 pm, Monday through Friday. 
Seeds will be distributed on a first-come basis until the 
supply is exhausted. 

Attention Archery Hunters 
 
Tryouts for the deer management program in O’Hara, 
run in conjunction with Whitetail Management Asso-
ciates, will be held on Sunday, May 1 from 9:00 am to 
1:00 pm at the Northside Sportsman’s Association in 
Warrendale, PA. 
 
If interested, you must call the Township Police De-
partment at 412-782-1403 for further information and 
mandatory program requirements. 

Movies in the Park 
 
Everyone is invited to another season of Movies 
in the Park at Squaw Valley Park. Movies are 
rated PG. 
 

The free movies start at dusk, weather permit-
ting. If necessary, the rain date will be the fol-
lowing Thursday. 
 
Tuesday, June 7 Minions 
 
Tuesday, June 21 Goosebumps 
 
Tuesday, July 5 The Goonies 
 
Tuesday, July 19 Paul Blart, Mall Cop 2 
 
Tuesday, August 2 Hotel Transylvania 2 
 
Tuesday, August 16 The Good Dinosaur 
 

Come and join the Fun! 

Who is Calling? 
 
Recently, there have been numerous telephone 
scams sweeping the nation including some in our 
area.  The Township Police Department would like 
to offer residents the following tips on how to 
identify these scams: 
 
If you receive an unsolicited call from a group ask-
ing for a contribution, hang up and call the official 
phone line for the organization.  You can find their 
phone number on their website or call information 
for the number.  The organization can tell you if 
they are soliciting funds and how to donate. 
 
If you get a call from someone claiming to be from 
the IRS and threatening legal action against you if 
you do not pay them immediately, it is a scam.  
The IRS contacts individuals by mail. You can 
contact the IRS at 1-800-829-1040 with questions. 
 
If you get a call from a technology service or soft-
ware vendor asking you to confirm computer in-
formation or to help install an update, hang up.  No 
software organization will contact you unsolicited. 
 
If an individual calls claiming to be a relative who 
is in legal trouble and needs money, tell them you 
will call them back.  Confirm with other family 
members that your grandchild, child, etc., really is 
in trouble before sending any money. 
 
You never get anything for nothing, so if someone 
calls saying you won a prize and they just need to 
confirm your bank account information, hang up.  
 
Never share any personal information including 
Social Security numbers, bank account informa-
tion or passwords over the phone.  Also, be wary 
of any individual or alleged company representa-
tive calling you unsolicited and asking for your 
personal information. 
 
Contact the O’Hara Township Police Department 
if you have any questions or to report a scam 
phone call 412-782-1403. 
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Simple Tips for You to Help Keep Our Waterways Clean 
 
Storm water is rain that falls on the streets, parking areas, driveways, roof tops, sports 
fields and many other surfaces in the Township of O’Hara.  This water picks up and 
mixes with what is on the ground, including: 
 
Oil, grease, metals and coolants from vehicles 
Fertilizers, pesticides and other chemicals from gardens and homes 
Bacteria from pet waste 
Soaps from car or equipment washing 
Accidental spills, leaky storage containers and more 
 

The polluted, contaminated water then runs through the municipal storm drain system and eventually drains into 
our streams, creeks, rivers and lakes. 
 
Here is how YOU can keep our waters clean: 
 
Litter disposed of in a storm drain can choke, suffocate and disable aquatic life.  Dispose of your litter by throwing 
it in a trashcan or by recycling it.  You also can do your part by properly disposing of the litter you find in the 
street or on the sidewalk. 
 
Washing your car in your driveway creates runoff of soap and other chemicals.  You can either take your car to a 
self-service car wash or wash your car in the grass to reduce harmful run off.  The dirt in your lawn will act as a 
filter for the soap. 
 
One of the best things you can do to help is to plant trees.  Tree leaves help slow rain as it falls to the ground, thus 
increasing water absorption.  Leaf litter on the ground also slows storm water runoff and keeps the soil surface 
looser, so more water can be absorbed. 
 
Pet waste left unpicked up goes straight into our creeks, streams and rivers contaminating the waters. Even leaving 
pet waste on your lawn, harmful bacteria can make its way into the storm water system.  It’s best to dispose of 
waste in the trash or better yet flush it down the toilet where it can be properly treated. 
 
Cleaning up spilled contaminates such as oil, gasoline or other chemicals with kitty litter and sweeping it up and 
placing it in the trash can greatly reduce accidently spilled contaminates from entering the storm water system. 
 

Cleaning products, paint and other household chemicals should never be dumper outside, 
down the drain or down a storm drain.  You can dispose of household chemicals, paint 
and other items free of charge through the Township’s “At Your Door” service offered 
through Waste Management.  For more information call 1-800-449-7587. 
 
Controlling the rain water that falls on your property can help reduce storm water runoff 
and harmful contaminates that enter the storm water system.  Green techniques such as 
rain gardens and rain barrels can be very helpful in controlling storm water runoff. 
 
Together we can all help keep our water ways clean!   
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Water World 
 
Planning a new pool or putting in a new irrigation sys-
tem?  You may want to consider installing a deduct 
meter.  This will allow for water used to fill the pool 
or to water your plants that does not drain to the sani-
tary sewer system to be deducted from your sewer 
charges.  Contact your water provider to learn more. 

2016 Trash/Recycling Holidays 
 
 Holiday Collection Day 
Memorial Day May 30 Friday, June 3 
Independence Day July 4 Friday, July 8 
Labor Day Sept. 5 Friday, Sept. 9 
Thanksgiving Nov. 24 Friday, Nov. 25 

Sewer Certification Required 
 
Township of O’Hara Ordi-
nance No. 1299 requires that 
prior to a property sale or 
deed transfer, a Sanitary 
Sewer Certificate must be ob-
tained from the Township.  
 

The Sanitary Sewer Certificate is issued after a regis-
tered plumber performs a test verifying that no storm, 
ground or surface water is directed into the sanitary 
sewer system.  Property owners arrange and pay for a 
registered plumber to perform the test.  The Township 
witnesses, inspects and certifies the test at a cost of 
$100 for residential buildings and $200 or more for 
commercial buildings. 
 
If violations are found, they must be corrected prior to 
closing or, if the property is not sold, within one hun-
dred eighty (180) days of testing.  Once the Certificate 
is issued, it is good for one year from the date of the 
original test.   
 
For more information on the Sanitary Sewer Certifica-
tion, contact the Township at 412-782-1400. 

Household Hazardous Waste 
 
Residents will have an opportunity to safely dis-
pose of HHW products including almost any 
chemical product used in the home. 
 
The collection will take place on Saturday, May 7, 
from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm at the North Park Swim-
ming Pool parking lot. There is a cash only partici-
pant fee of $3 per gallon of material being dropped 
off.  For more information call 412-488-7490,      
e-mail infowest@prc.org or visit www.prc.org. 

Hard to Recycle Collections 
 
The Pennsylvania Resources Council will hold a   
Hard to Recycle Collection at Pittsburgh Mills 
Mall this Spring.  The event will run from 9:00 am 
to 1:00 pm on Saturday, May 14.  
 
Acceptable items collected free of charge include: 
CPUs (towers), monitors, laptops, keyboards, 
mice, home/cell phones, tablets, PDAs, UPS units, 
servers, routers, modems, computer speakers, web 
and digital cameras, hubs, external drives, VCRs, 
DVD players, stereos, cable boxes, DVRs, paper 
shredders, microwaves, printers, copiers, fax ma-
chines, scanners, zip drive, video game consoles, 
electronic cables, compact fluorescent light bulbs 
(CFLs), expanded polystyrene packaging material 

Televisions may be accepted.  If so, a fee between 
$10 and $25 depending on size will be charged.  
 
Fees will be charged for the following items: 
Small household appliances, large stereo speakers, 
vacuum cleaners, Alkaline batteries, small freon 
containing appliances, CDs, DVDs & floppy disks, 
tires, and fluorescent, halogen and neon lighting 

Hard Drive Data Destruction Verification is also 
available - first drive $10, each additional drive $3 

For a complete list of acceptable items and fees, 
visit www.prc.org. 
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Community Center Community Day 
 
The Lauri Ann West Community Center has officially 
opened! We hope you have had the opportunity to tour 
the new building and enjoy some of our wonderful new 
amenities – a fitness center, full-size gymnasium, in-
door fitness track, quality arts and culture programming 
and a phenomenal new Community Room, along with a 
full-service café. It is truly a center for everyone in our 
community and we look forward to sharing it with you. 
 
To celebrate the opening of this new community asset, 
we invite everyone to join us on Saturday, April 16 for 
Community Day! Between the hours of 11 am and 3 
pm, the Center will present free fitness and arts pro-
grams and activities! Plan to spend the day with us or 
just stop by to take a tour and see everything the Center 
has to offer. 
 
More information about Community Day and the new 
Lauri Ann West Community Center can be found 
online at www.lauriannwestcc.org.  Feel free to stop by 
or give us a call. Our address and phone number have 
remained the same – 1220 Powers Run Road, Pitts-
burgh, PA 15238, 412-828-8566. 

Squaw Run Garden Club Plant Sale 
 
The Squaw Run Garden Club will hold its annual flower 
sale on Saturday, April 30 at Squaw Valley Park from 9:00 
am to 2:00 pm. 
 
A wonderful selection of annuals, perennials, herbs, vegeta-
bles, hanging baskets and planters will be for sale, as well 
as the ever popular perennial plants dug from members’ 
gardens.  Proceeds from the May Sale benefit local garden-
ing projects such as the Aspinwall Riverfront Park, Cooper-
Siegel Community Library, Camp Guyasuta.  Additionally, 
the Club provides educational grants to local schools. 
 
Mark your calendar so you won’t forget to come to Squaw 
Valley Park to support your community and browse our 
selection of wonderful plants! 

AAWU presents the Women’s Institute 
 
Fox Chapel Area branch of the American Association of 
University Women (AAUW) presents: The New Women’s 
Institute at Chatham University.  Jessie Ramey, the 
Women’s Institute’s director, will explain the role the insti-
tute expects to play within the context of the university’s 
mission.   
 
The public is welcome to attend this free AAUW-
sponsored presentation on Tuesday, April 12 at 9:30 am at 
the Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church. 

Senior and Disability Resource Expo 
 
Senator Randy Vulakovich is sponsoring a Senior and Dis-
ability Resource Expo.  The Expo will be held on Friday, 
May 13, from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm at the Springdale Vet-
eran’s Association at 1151 Pittsburgh Street in Springdale. 
 
The Expo will feature a variety of informational booths 
geared toward senior citizens, individuals of all ages with a 
disability or multiple disabilities and their caregivers.  Ex-
hibitors range from state and federal agencies to non-profit 
organizations as well as local disability advocacy groups 
that provide services affecting the health, safety, and wel-
fare of senior citizens or individuals with a disability. 
 
This event is free and open to the public.  Light refresh-
ments and door prizes will be offered.  For more informa-
tion on this event, please call 412-487-6600 or go to 
www.SenatorVulakovich.com. 

Cooper-Siegel Community Library 
 
Come to the library where you can listen to a concert, 
enjoy an English tea, get gardening advice, meditate 
with a monk, learn how to use electronic devices (smart 
phones, tablets, computers) or explore other fun topics.   
 
Teens can join a science fiction or mother/daughter 
book club, learn about robotics and the Lego League or 
help write or take photos for the library newsletter.   
 
Younger children can come for a “Bunny Hop”, learn 
about hummingbirds or enjoy Earth Day activities.  
 
People of all ages can sign up to win prizes just for 
reading. The Summer Reading Program begins in June. 
 
Please go to www.coopersiegelcommunitylibrary.org 
or check with the Reference Department for a current 
schedule of services and events.  Registration is re-
quired for most programs and there may be a fee for 
some programs.  Contact the Reference Department at 
412-828-9520, x15 for Adult programs; the Teen De-
partment at x10 or the Children’s Department at x18. 

http://www.lauriannwestcc.org�
http://www.SenatorVulakovich.com�
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TOWNSHIP OF O’HARA 

Township Council 
Robert John Smith, At-Large, President Charles A. Vogel, Ward 1, Vice President 

Mark F. Rothert, Ward 2 Scott Frankowski, Ward 3 
Allison Garcia, Ward 4       Cassandra Eccles, Ward 5 John R. Denny, At-Large 

 

Regular meeting: Second Tuesday of each month, 7:00 p.m. 
Workshop meetings: First Tuesday of each month, 7:00 p.m.; Second Tuesday following Regular meeting 

Planning Commission 
Edward M. Crates, Chairperson 

 Charles F. Bleil John J. Claus  
 Richard Citrin Bruce W. Gay III 
 Joseph M. Kelly Joseph Zgurzynski 

Meetings:   3rd Monday, 7:30 p.m. 

Zoning Hearing Board 
Scott Duffy, Chairperson 

Alvin A. Kinsel Richard Lockwood 
Shannon Barkley, Alternate 

Barbara Simanek, Alternate Lisa Steimer, Alternate 
Meetings: 1st Monday, 7:00 p.m. 

Parks and Recreation Commission 
Mark Yon, Chairperson 

 Mary Jo Bisceglia S. Joseph Jablonski 
 Mary E. Lasher Mary Lee Mahon  
 Shamus Petrucelli Michael J. Veltri  

Meetings: 4th Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

Civil Service Commission 
David R. Schaffner, Jr., Chairperson 

 Judy Bossart Rabbi Ely Rosenfeld 
 James R. Stahl  Robert Ward 

Meetings: 2nd Monday, 7:00 p.m. 

All meetings are held at the Municipal Building, 325 Fox Chapel Road and are open to the public. 
All Township citizens are cordially invited to attend. 
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