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Adaptive Playground Opens 

The Township of O’Hara Council is proud to an-
nounce the Adaptive Playground for inclusive play 
for all has opened!  The playground is located in 
Squaw Valley Park. 
 
The playground features a land to sea theme includ-
ing a pirate ship.  The play structure has ramping 
and ADA transition steps for children with motor 
disabilities.  The play structure also includes a mo-
tion glider that is wheelchair accessible.  Also in-
cluded in the playground are swings, a climbing 
wall, spinners and bouncers. 
 
The playground includes activity stations for the vis-
ually and hearing impaired.  Specialized activity sta-
tions designed for autistic children are also included 
in the playground design.  These include both visual 
and audio activities along with games. 
 
The playground has smooth surfacing throughout. 
The ocean is a blue rubberized surface, while the 
land is a green artificial surface with ½ inch blades 
of grass.   

Recycling Grant Awarded 
 

The Township of O’Hara has been 
awarded a recycling performance 
grant in the amount of $33,898 from 
the Department of Environmental 
Protection. The grant reflects 3,427 
tons of residential and commercial 
materials recycled by our residents 
and businesses in 2014. 

 
Congratulations to all for making this our largest re-
cycling performance grant ever.  Let’s keep up the 
good work and keep recycling!  

Playground cont’d. . . 
 
There is a four-foot-high fence around the play-
ground that includes a one-way in and one-way out 
concept.  This concept allows for parents of children 
using the playground to monitor only one entry and 
exit point.  This enhances safety for all of the play-
ground users. 
 
The playground is truly fun for all!  
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Fall Leaf Collection 
 
The Fall leaf collection program will begin on 
October 17.  The final collection round will 
begin December 1.  This means that once an 
area is collected after December 1, any leaves 
placed at the curb will not be picked up.   
 
As in the past, the east and west sections of the 
Township  have been divided into zones.  This 
enables the Public Service Department to fol-
low a set collection route and better communi-
cate with the residents as to where leaf collec-
tion is currently being conducted, where it has 
been done and where it will be done next. 
 
The Township website will be updated daily 
with this information.  Visit www.ohara.pa.us 
and look for the link to Leaf Collection. 
 
Residents are reminded that leaves must be 
placed within four (4) feet of the curb, but not 
in the street.  Leaves left in the street can cre-
ate a safety hazard, especially if it rains or 
snows.  Ordinance #1273 provides for fines for 
those who unlawfully and substantially inter-
fere with, obstruct or render dangerous for use 
or passage any street, road, sidewalk, river or 
public way or place. 
 
Remember that no other debris may be mixed 
in with the leaves.  Also, placement of obsta-
cles in front of the leaves may hinder collec-
tion.  A request is made that cars, trash cans or 
other objects not block access to the leaves.  A 
notice will be left at any home where there is a 
problem with the collection of leaves.  This 
door hanger will give the reason for the non-
collection and give a phone number to call for 
further collection information. 
 
Please call the Township at 412-784-1784, ext. 
203 with any questions or comments regarding 
the leaf collection program.  

Real Estate Tax Collection 
 
A representative from Jordan Tax Service will be 
available to accept Township and School District 
Real Estate Tax payments at the O’Hara Township 
office on Wednesday, August 24 from 2 pm to 5 pm 
and Monday, August 29 from 9 am to 12 pm.   
 
Jordan can be reached at 412-345-7962 or their ad-
dress is 102 Rahway Road, McMurray, PA 15317.  

Recycling Reminder 
 
Please be reminded that the following items are re-
cyclable: metal food cans, (empty) aerosol cans, 
(clean) aluminum foil, (clean) foil products, 
beer/soft drink cans, plastic containers, bleach, de-
tergent, household cleaner bottles, yogurt containers, 
cottage cheese containers, margarine tubs, shampoo 
bottles, glass beverage bottles and food jars (clear, 
brown, amber and green), paperboard boxes (cereal, 
tissue, etc.), office/computer paper, magazines, 
newspapers, advertising inserts, junk mail and enve-
lopes, catalogs, phone books, paperback books, 
hardback books with covers removed, coupons and 
non-thermal receipts, paper bags and paper shopping 
bags (handles removed) and corrugated cardboard. 
 
All recyclables should be placed in the recycling 
container provided by Waste Management.  These 
containers should be placed at the curb prior to 6 am 
on each Thursday.   

Stay Connected! 
 
“Like” us on Facebook or “Follow” us on Twitter to 
learn about Township news and events like what 
movie is playing at Squaw Valley Park or when 
trash will be collected after a holiday. 
 
The Township also communicates using Nixel and 
CallFire.  These services will be used for more criti-
cal information such as road closures or Township 
office closures. Visit www.ohara.pa.us for more in-
formation or to sign up for these services.  
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Fall Brush Collection 
 
It’s Summer but Fall is not far away.  So that you 
may plan ahead, here is information that may be im-
portant to your Fall landscaping plans. 
 
Requests for the Township’s Fall brush collection 
service will be accepted from September 26 to Octo-
ber 7.  Requests for collection will not be accepted 
after 4:30 pm on October 7.  However, collection 
will continue until  brush is collected from all resi-
dents who have called in requests.  Brush will not be 
collected from homes not on the list. 
 
Residents should call 412-784-1784, ext. 203 to re-
quest collection and be prepared to leave their name, 
address and telephone number.  Requests are for one 
pick-up only.  If additional material is placed at 
the curb after collection, another request for col-
lection  must be made. 
 
Township Brush Collection Regulations 

Limbs and brush must be placed along the curb 
within 4 feet of the street, but not in the street.  
Limbs 4 inches or less in diameter may not ex-
ceed 8 feet in length. Limbs 4 to 6 inches in di-
ameter may not exceed 4 feet in length. 
Limbs/logs larger than 6 inches in diameter will 
not be picked-up. 
Hedges, vines, shrubs and other brush must be 
separated from tree limbs and securely tied in 
bundles not to exceed 16 inches in diameter. 
All root balls or dirt must removed.  Brush with 
root balls or dirt attached will not be picked-up. 
Residents are reminded that this is not a tree re-
moval service.  Each property is limited to one 
truckload of brush equal to about six cubic yards. 
Wood chips may be available upon request by 
calling Loren Kephart, 412-784-1784, ext. 206. 

 
A notice will be left at homes where the brush is not 
properly prepared for collection explaining why the 
brush was not collected and will give a phone num-
ber to call for further information. 
 
In advance, thank you for your cooperation.  

Movies in the Park 
 
Everyone is invited to another 
season of Movies in the Park 
at Squaw Valley Park.   
 
The free movies start at dusk, 
weather permitting. If neces-
sary, the rain date will be the 
following Thursday. 
 
*All movies are rated PG. 
 
 
Tuesday, July 5 The Goonies 
 
Tuesday, July 19 Paul Blart, Mall Cop 2 
 
Tuesday, August 2 Hotel Transylvania 2 
 
Tuesday, August 16 The Good Dinosaur 
 

Come join the Fun!!! 

Fox Chapel Authority Project 
 
As part of its ongoing infrastructure maintenance pro-
gram the Authority awarded a contract on April 26, 
2016 to repaint the Wise Hill Tank adjacent to Field 
Club Road in O’Hara Township.  This tank was last 
rehabilitated in 1995 and we fully expect another 
twenty to twenty-five years of service before the need 
to repaint arises again. 
 
The contractor anticipates beginning work around 
mid-June with completion in mid-August, weather 
permitting.  The initial phase of the project will entail 
elevated noise levels associated with the removal of 
the existing paint system to ensure a longer service life 
of the new paint system. 
 
Please contact Fox Chapel Authority at 412-963-0212 
with any questions or concerns you may have regard-
ing this project.  
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Coloring Contest 
 
The Township is having a storm water coloring contest.  Children up to 12 years old can send in or drop off their 
coloring page to the Township office at 325 Fox Chapel Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15238.  Please mark your child’s 
name and a contact number on the back of the coloring page.  All coloring pages will be displayed at the Town-
ship building until July 22.  All children’s names will be placed in a drawing for a chance at one of two gift cards 
from an O’Hara Township ice cream or water ice establishment.  

 
ONLY RAIN IN 
THE STORM 

DRAIN! 
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Is Your Lawn Care Storm Water Friendly? 
 
Achieving a lush green lawn, beautiful spring flowers and hearty summer crops are gardening goals and applying 
pesticides and fertilizers is a common practice. Unfortunately, those lawn care chemicals often wind up washing 
right into local waters. The excess nutrients from fertilizers can cause drinking water contamination, massive algal 
blooms and fish kills. The contaminants from pesticides can result in waters that are not fishable or drinkable. 
 
Here are a few tips that will help minimize the effect that fertilizers and pesticides have on water resources:  

Fertilize sparingly. If you must fertilize, September is the best month. And use slow-release fertilizer.  
If you want to fertilize more than once, don’t fertilize in the spring until you have mowed the lawn three times.  
More is not always better! Skip the “step programs” offered by many lawn care companies and be sure to ap-
ply fertilizers and pesticides only as directed. Using less will save you money, too! If you do use a lawn care 
company, ask them about their environmental options and certifications.  
Go natural: mow high and leave grass clippings on the lawn. It helps improve the lawn’s health and quality. 
Avoid using fertilizers or pesticides near wellheads or within 75 feet of waterways.  
Check the weather before applications and don’t apply fertilizers or pesticides when there is rain predicted.  
Avoid using combination fertilizer/pesticide products. Hand pick weeds when possible and if you must treat 
weeds or insects with pesticides, spot treat them rather than dousing the entire lawn.  

 
Anything that’s lying on pavement is more easily washed by storm water down storm drains:  

If any lawn chemicals or yard debris get on the sidewalk or driveway, sweep, don’t hose them back onto the 
lawn to prevent them from washing into storm drains.   

 
 A few small changes in your lawn care practices can mean a healthier garden and less pollutants for our waters:   

Consider using organic fertilizers such as bone meal, blood meal, compost, or organic blends. No matter what 
product you use, though, be sure to follow the manufacturer’s directions for application rate and timing.  
Spread a thick layer of mulch in gardens (except for heat-loving veggies), around shrubs and under trees to re-
duce water evaporation from the soil. It also keeps the ground cooler, keeps and inhibits weeds.  
Let your grass grow. The ideal length depends upon the type, but the rule of thumb is to never cut more than a 
third of the blade. And when you cut it, leave the grass clippings on the lawn. It’s the best kind of fertilizer!  
Consider letting your lawn go dormant, if there’s a drought. It will come back in the fall.  
Consider planting more native plants; these are plants that have adapted to the local geography, hydrology and 
climate of the area. As a result, they tend to need less care, require little or no irrigation or fertilizer, are re-
sistant to local pests and disease and provide habitat for native wildlife species.  

 
Conserving water when you’re working outdoors can reduce the potential for contaminants to wind up in local wa-
ters.  Here are a few ways to water without waste:  

Established lawns are happy with one inch of water per week, including rainfall. And if you must water, water 
just once a week for a deep soaking.  
Adjust sprinklers so that they don’t water paved surfaces. In the event that it’s unavoidable, direct the flow of 
water toward your lawn or garden.  
Check the weather forecast.  If you have automatic sprinklers make sure they aren’t programmed to come on in 
the rain.  
Don’t water in the heat of the day. Watering early in the morning or in the evening limits the water lost.  
Consider using slow-watering techniques such as drip irrigation or soaker hoses. They are considerably more 
effective than sprinklers at getting the water where it’s supposed to be.  

Produced by RI Stormwater Solutions 
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Selling Your Home? 
 
While your real estate agent and 
closing company will handle 
many of the matters related to 
selling your home, there are 
some things you can do to make 
the process easier. 
 
Unpaid taxes can hold up your closing. This includes 
both real estate tax and earned income tax.  If you are 
not sure if you owe taxes, contact Jordan Tax Services, 
Inc. at 412-345-7962 for real estate tax information and 
Keystone Collections Group at 1-866-539-1100 for 
earned income tax information. 
 
Make sure all utility bills (phone, water, sewer, electrici-
ty, etc.) are current.   
 
Backflow prevention devices must be installed on all 
waterlines prior to final reading. Contact Fox Chapel 
Authority at 412-963-0212 or Hampton Shaler Water 
Authority at 412-486-4867 for further details. 
  
Township Ordinance No. 1299 requires that a Sanitary 
Sewer Certificate be obtained prior to the sale or transfer 
of property.   
 
A Sanitary Sewer Certificate is issued after the Town-
ship and a registered plumber perform an inspection ver-
ifying that no storm, ground or surface water is directed 
into the sanitary sewer system.  Property owners arrange 
and pay for a registered plumber to perform the test.  
The Township witnesses, inspects and certifies the test 
at a cost of $100 for residential buildings and $200 - 
$400 for commercial buildings based on square footage. 
 
Once issued the Certificate is valid for one year from the 
date of the initial inspection.  It is advisable to have the 
test done early in the sale process, since repairs must be 
made prior to closing.   
 
To review Ordinance No. 1299 or for more information 
on the Sanitary Sewer Certification process, visit our 
website www.ohara.pa.us/forms.asp or contact the 
Township at 412-782-1400.  

Vacation Checks 
 
Summer is here and residents may 
be traveling out of town on vaca-
tion or to visit family members.   
 
So you can enjoy your visit without worrying about 
your home, you may wish to have a Police Officer 
check your home on a regular basis while you are 
away. 
 
The Vacation Check form is available at the police 
station or on our website.  Go to  www.ohara.pa.us.  
Search using vacation check.  Print and complete the 
form, then just drop it off at the police station.  

Smoke Detector Reminders 
 
Parkview Volunteer Fire Department and EMS and 
Pleasant Valley Volunteer Fire Company wish to 
remind all residents about the importance of check-
ing your smoke detector batteries on a regular basis.  
A smoke detector can save your life.  So, plan on 
monthly checking the batteries of all your smoke 
detectors.  Also, remember a good time to replace 
your batteries is every time the clock springs for-
ward and falls back. 
 
A reminder for everyone who has hard-wired smoke 
alarms with their security systems, Consumer Re-
ports recommends the replacement of all hard-wired 
detectors every ten years.  Hard-wired detectors can 
begin to deteriorate with age so replacement every 
ten years is a good rule of thumb. 
 
Let’s all have a plan so that if a fire starts everyone 
gets out safely!  

Comments Encouraged 
 
Township Manager, Julie Jakubec is again encourag-
ing residents to let her know their concerns and com-
ments.  Please feel free to stop and see Julie at the 
Township building, call her at 412-782-1400 or send 
her an e-mail at JJakubec@ohara.pa.us.  



Lauri Ann West Community Center 
 
Spend your summer at the Lauri Ann West Commu-
nity Center! There are summer camps and adult pro-
grams for all ages, as well as a new college fitness 
membership for those who are neighbors just for the 
summer.  
 
Summer Camp Adventures for 2016 are here! This 
year, you can register for individual classes, half-day 
care or full-day care.  A full summer camp guide, 
along with registration for individual camps and/or 
before and after care, is available on our website at 
www.lauriannwestcc.org. 
 
Home from college for the summer? Looking for a 
place to work out? Take advantage of the Lauri Ann 
West Community Center Summer Fitness College 
Special! Available from May through August, 2016, 
you'll pay just $35 per month with no join fee. 
(Membership ends on August 31, 2016 and a college 
ID is required.) For more information, or to take ad-
vantage of this special, please call 412-828-8566 or 
visit the Welcome Desk.  
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Cooper Siegel Community Library 
 
Summer Reading Program 
Enter to win a prize in the summer reading program for 
children, teens and adults. Sign up at the library or 
online. The program takes place in June, July and Au-
gust.  Then join in the fun at our Summer Reading Party 
for kids held on Saturday, August 20. 
 
Library Programs for Adults 
Library Walking Program: Walk for fitness! 
Watercolor Painting: Different subject each week 
Tea and Lunch: New themes and speakers monthly 
Maker Nights: New projects to make each month 
Pennsylvania Birds of Prey: Meet a raptor 
All about the Beatles with Peter King 
Organize & Downsize: Great tips 
“Tastings” at the Library: Fun, new fundraiser with a 
variety of tasty items to sample each month 
Mushroom Class & Walk: Learn to identify mush-
rooms,  then take a walk to look for them 
Adventures in the Burgh: A monthly excursion to lo-
cal points of interest 
 
Library Programs for Teens 
Mother/Daughter or Sci Fi Book Club: Monthly 
Moving Art: Create mobiles/kinetic sculpture  
Harry Potter’s Birthday: Crafts, games and food 
Teen Trivia: Movies, TV, music and more 
 
Library Programs for Children 
Baby, Toddler and Preschool Story Times 
Lego Days and Movie Nights 
Retro Outdoor Games: hula hoops, chalk, bubbles  
Teddy Bear Picnic: Bring your bear & have  lunch 
Page Turners Kids Book Club: Grades 3 -5 
 
Please go to www.coopersiegelcommunitylibrary.org or 
check with the Reference Department for a current 
schedule of services and events.  Registration is required 
for most programs and there may be a fee for some pro-
grams.  Contact the Reference Department at 412-828-
9520, x15 for Adult programs; the Teen Department at 
x10 or the Children’s Department at x18.  

Save the Date for Pizzazz 2016! 
 
The Garden Club of Allegheny County is pleased to 
announce the 21st anniversary of Pizzazz, a unique, 
three day shopping experience that attracts 22 ven-
dors from up and down the east coast and as far west 
as Chicago. This year seven local artisans will join 
us, featuring their wares, unique foods and gift 
items.   
 
This year the event will be held at the Fox Chapel 
Golf Club on the following dates: 
 

Wednesday, October 19:  6 – 9 pm Preview Party 
Thursday, October 20:  9:30 am – 5:00 pm  
Friday, October 21: 9:30 am – 3:00 pm 

 
Please visit www.gcacpgh.org/pizzazz for more in-
formation.  
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TOWNSHIP OF O’HARA 
MEETING SCHEDULE 

Township Council 
Robert John Smith, At-Large, President Charles A. Vogel, Ward 1, Vice President 

Mark F. Rothert, Ward 2 Scott Frankowski, Ward 3 
Allison Garcia, Ward 4       Cassandra Eccles, Ward 5 John R. Denny, At-Large 

 
Regular meeting: Second Tuesday of each month, 7:00 p.m. 

Workshop meetings: First Tuesday of each month, 7:00 pm; Second Tuesday following Regular meeting 

Planning Commission 
Edward M. Crates, Chairperson 

 Charles F. Bleil John J. Claus  
 Richard Citrin Bruce W. Gay III  
 Joseph M. Kelly Joseph Zgurzynski 

Meetings:   3rd Monday, 7:30 pm 

Zoning Hearing Board 
Scott Duffy, Chairperson 

Alvin A. Kinsel Richard Lockwood 
Shannon Barkley, Alternate 

Lisa Steimer, Alternate 
Meetings: 1st Monday, 7:00 pm 

Parks and Recreation Commission 
Mark Yon, Chairperson 

 Mary Jo Bisceglia S. Joseph Jablonski 
 Mary E. Lasher Mary Lee Mahon 
 Shamus Petrucelli Michael J Veltri 

Meetings: 4th Wednesday, 7:00 pm 

Civil Service Commission 
David R. Schaffner, Jr., Chairperson 

 Judy Bossart Rabbi Ely Rosenfeld 
James R. Stahl Robert R. Ward 

Meetings: 2nd Monday, 7:00 pm 

All meetings are held at the Municipal Building, 325 Fox Chapel Road and are open to the public. 
All Township citizens are cordially invited to attend. 

Printed on recycled paper  
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